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"Israel" subjecting Palestinian children
to 'spiral of injustice'
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Report of a group of British lawyers and supported by the British Foreign Office concludes abuse

"Israel" for Palestinian children.

A belief that every Palestinian child is a potential terrorist may be leading to a "spiral of injustice' and breaches of
international law in Israel's treatment of child detainees in military custody, a delegation of eminent British lawyers
has concluded in an independent report backed by the Foreign Office.

The nine-strong delegation, led by the former high court judge Sir Stephen Sedley and including the UK's former
attorney—general Lady Scotland, found that 'undisputed facts' pointed to at least six violations of the UN
convention on the rights of the child, to which Israel is a signatory. It was also in breach of the fourth Geneva
convention in transferring child detainees from the West Bank to Israeli prisons, the delegation said.

Its report, Children in Military Custody, released on Tuesday, was based on a visit to Israel and the West Bank last
September funded and facilitated by the Foreign Office and the British consulate in Jerusalem.

It makes 40 specific recommendations concerning the treatment of Palestinian child detainees.

The issue has come under increasing scrutiny by human rights organisations and visiting delegations over the
past year. In January the Guardian highlighted the use of solitary confinement in a report on the experiences of
children under the military justice system.

The lawyers' report says Israel has international obligations as the occupying power in the West Bank, and its
system of military law must respect human rights and non-discrimination. It points out that under international
law, no state is entitled to discriminate in the exercise of justice on the basis of race or nationality. It says,
however, that 'there are major differentials between the law governing the treatment of Palestinian children and the
law governing treatment of Israeli children'.

The report compares the military justice system in the West Bank to the Israeli civilian legal system, finding key
differences in the treatment of children. The most egregious are the length of time child detainees can be held a)
before being brought before a judge (up to 24 hours for Israeli children compared with eight days for Palestinian
children); b) without access to a lawyer (48 hours compared with 90 days); and c) without charge (40 days
compared with 188 days). The minimum age for custodial sentences is 14 for Israeli children, but 12 for

Palestinian children.
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"Israel" subjecting Palestinian
children to 'spiral of injustice'

As well as meeting government officials, lawyers, NGOs and UN agencies, the British team also interviewed
former child prisoners and former Israeli soldiers, and visited the military court at Ofer prison near Jerusalem,
which holds regular child sessions. They witnessed children being brought into the court in shackles.

The report also details 'two irreconcilable accounts of the treatment and rights of Palestinian children' given to the
delegation. One was from Palestinian and Israeli NGOs, UN agencies, lawyers, former Israeli soldiers and former
child detainees; the second from Israeli government officials, military judges and prosecutors.

The first included night-time arrests, the use of blindfolds and painful plastic wrist ties, physical and/or verbal
abuse, the failure to be informed of the right to silence or to see a lawyer, solitary confinement, self-
incrimination, children being made to sign statements in Hebrew which they could not understand and extremely
restricted access to family. 'In this process, every year hundreds of Palestinian children are traumatised,
sometimes irreversibly, are denied part of the their schooling and then live at ongoing risk of much harsher
punishment if they are arrested again,"' the report said.

In the second account it heard, children are informed of their rights, treated appropriately, subject to procedural
safeguards, and violence and threats are forbidden. 'In custody, children receive education to such a high
standard that Palestinian children have been known to offend in order to access it," the delegation was told.
Among the report's recommendations are:

* An end to night-time arrests, except in extreme and unusual circumstances.

* Children should be told of their rights in their own language.

* Children should never be blindfolded or hooded.

« Single plastic hand ties should never be used.

* The prohibition on violent, threatening or coercive conduct towards children should be strictly observed.

* Children should not be shackled at any time.

* Any confession in a language other than the child's own should not be accepted as evidence.

 Solitary confinement should never be used 'as a standard mode of detention or imprisonment'.

¢ All Palestinian children should be held in facilities in the occupied territories, and not transferred to Israel, a
breach of article 76 of the fourth Geneva convention.

In conclusion, the report says: 'It may be that much of the reluctance to treat Palestinian children in conformity
with international norms stems from a belief, which was advanced to us by a military prosecutor, that every
Palestinian child is a 'potential terrorist’.Such a stance seems to us to be the starting point of a spiral of injustice.'
Marianna Hildyard QC, one of the delegation, told the Guardian: 'Israel claims to be a state committed to the rule
of law and international standards. To make good that claim, it must formulate a legal structure for all Palestinian
children in compliance with the convention of the rights of the child and international law. Further steps must be

taken to close the gaps between the treatment of Israeli and Palestinian children.’

Guardian news paper
Tuesday 26 June 2012
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Call for the World Social Forum Free Palestine,

November 28 - December 1 / 2012,
Porto Alegre (Brazil)

Occupied Palestine is part of every free heartbeat in
this world and her cause continues to inspire
solidarity across the globe.

The World Social Forum Free Palestine is an
expression of the human instinct to unite for justice
and freedom and an echo of the World Social
Forum’s opposition to neo-liberal hegemony,
colonialism, and racism through struggles for social,
political and economic alternatives to promote
justice, equality, and the sovereignty of peoples.

The WSF ( World Social Forum ) Free Palestine will
be a global encounter of broad-based popular and
civil society mobilizations from around the world. It
aims to:

1. Show the strength of solidarity with the calls of
the Palestinian people and the diversity of
initiatives and actions aimed at promoting justice
and peace in the region.

2. Create effective actions to ensure Palestinian self-
determination, the creation of a Palestinian state
with Jerusalem as its capital, and the fulfillment
of human rights and international law by :

a) Ending Israeli occupation and colonization of
all Arab lands and dismantling the Wall;

b) Ensuring the fundamental rights of the Arab-
Palestinian citizens of Israel to full equality.

c¢) Implementing, protecting, and promoting the
rights of Palestinian refugees to return to their homes
and properties as stipulated in UN resolution 194.

www.pead.ps
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3. Be a space for discussion, exchange of ideas,
strategizing, and planning in order to improve the
structure of solidarity.

Exactly sixty-five years after Brazil presided over the
UN General Assembly session that agreed upon the
partition of Palestine, Brazil will host a different type
of global forum: an historic opportunity for people
from all over the world to stand up where
governments have failed. The world's people will
come together to discuss new visions and effective
actions to contribute to justice and peace in the
region.

We call on all organizations, movements, networks,
and unions across the globe to join the WSF Free
Palestine in November 28 - December 1/2012 in
Porto Alegre. We ask you to join the International
Committee for the WSF Free Palestine, we will
establish as soon as possible.

Participation in this forum will structurally
strengthen solidarity with Palestine, promote action
to implement Palestinian's legitimate rights, and
hold Israel and its allies accountable to international
law.

Together we can raise global solidarity with Palestine
to a new level.

Palestinian Preparatory Committee for the
WSF Free Palestine 2012
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Appel pour le Forum Social Mondial Palestine Libre

28 novembre-1er décembre 2012,
Porto Alegre, Brésil
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La Palestine occupée fait partie de chaque battement
de cceur libre dans ce monde et sa cause continue a
inspirer solidarité autour du monde.

Le Forum Social Mondial Palestine Libre est une
expression de linstinct humain de sunir pour la
justice et la liberté et aussi un écho de 'opposition du
Forum Social Mondial a 'hégémonie néolibérale, le
colonialisme et le racisme a travers de la lutte pour
des alternatives sociales, politiques et économiques
pour promouvoir la justice, I'égalité et la
souveraineté des peuples.

Le FSM Palestine Libre sera une rencontre globale
avec des mobilisations de large base populaire et de
la société civile du monde entier. Il vise a :

1. Montrer la force de la solidarité avec les appels du
peuple palestinien et la diversité des initiatives et
actions visant a promouvoir la justice et la paix dans
la région.

2. Créer des mesures efficaces pour assurer
l'autodétermination des Palestiniens, la création d’'un
Etat palestinien avec Jérusalem comme capitale et le
respect des droits de l’homme et du droit
international, en :

a) Mettant fin a l'occupation israélienne et a la
colonisation de toutes les terres Arabes et
démanteler le Mur ;

b) Garantissant les droits fondamentaux des citoyens
arabo-palestiniens d’Isra€l a une égalité pleine.

pead2978@gmail.com : Ao Lp
www.pead.ps : e adge

¢) La mise en ceuvre, la protection et la promotion des
droits des réfugiés palestiniens de revenir dans leurs
maisons et récupérer leur propriétés comme le stipule la
résolution 194 des Nations Unies.

3. Etre un espace de discussion, d’échange d’idées,
d’élaboration de stratégies et de planification pour
améliorer la structure de la solidarité.

Exactement soixante-cinq ans apres la présidence du
Brésil de la session de I’Assemblée générale ou fut
convenue la partition de la Palestine, le Brésil va étre
maintenant I’hote d’un tout différent type de forum
mondial : une opportunité historique pour des personnes
venues du monde entier de résister la ou les
gouvernements ont échoué.

Les peuples du monde vont se réunir pour discuter de
nouvelles visions et des actions efficaces pour contribuer a
la justice et la paix dans la région.

La participation a ce forum renforcera structurellement la
solidarité avec la Palestine, promouvra les actions a fin
d’implémenter les droits 1égitimes du peuple palestinien,
et assujettir Israél et ses alliés responsables au droit
international.

Nous faisons appel a toutes les organisations,
mouvements, réseaux, et syndicats du monde entier a se
joindre au FSM Palestine Libre du 28 novembre au 1er
décembre 2012 a Porto Alegre, Brésil.

Ensemble nous pouvons augmenter la solidarité mondiale
avec la Palestine a un nouveau niveau.

Comité Organisateur du FSM Palestine Libre
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